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Helpful information for our Commencement guests can be found  
on the last page of  this program. 

On-campus wifi access is available to Commencement guests using BishopGuest, 
username: wifiguest, and password: welcome2owu. 

Streaming video of the ceremony is available at owu.edu/stream. Chappelear Drama 
Center is the alternate viewing location for inclement weather or guest overf low.

owu.edu/commencement-map

If the Commencement ceremony is moved to the Gordon Field House due to inclement 
weather, indoor tickets will be required. If your graduate did not pick them up, tickets 

will be held at the will-call table inside the east entrance. Unticketed guests are invited to 
watch the live stream in Chappelear Drama Center.

For our guests with hearing impairment or who experience attention/concentration-
related barriers, live captions of the Commencement ceremony will be viewable  

using any personal Internet-connected device (i.e., mobile phone, tablet, laptop) at 
owu.edu/commencement-captions.



Program
President Matt vandenBerg Presiding

PRELUDE	 OWU Symphonic Wind Ensemble
Infinite Hope	 Dr. Samuel Nemeth, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.,
by Brian Balmages (b. 1975)	 Guest Conductor

PROCESSIONAL	 OWU Symphonic Wind Ensemble
Pomp and Circumstance	 Dr. Richard Edwards, B.M., M.M., Ph.D.,
by Edward Elgar (1857-1934)	 Conductor

INVOCATION	 Dr. Chad Johns ’02, B.A., M.Div., D.Min., University Chaplain

WELCOME	 Dr. Matt vandenBerg, B.A., M.P.A., Ed.D., President

GREETINGS FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES	         Hamburg Tang P ’26, B.A., M.A., M.B.A.
	 At-Large Trustee

REMARKS BY THE PROVOST	 Dr. Karlyn Crowley, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., Provost

PRESENTATION OF THE SHERWOOD DODGE SHANKLAND	     Dr. Crowley
AWARD FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF TEACHERS	
Endowed by the late William H. and Frances Shankland Ryan ’29	

Dr. Hanliang Guo, B.E., M.S., Ph.D.

PRESENTATION OF THE BISHOP HERBERT WELCH	 Dr. Crowley
MERITORIOUS TEACHING AWARD	
Provided by the Greater New York Alumni Association 

Dr. Vicki DiLillo, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.

PRESENTATION OF THE BISHOP HERBERT WELCH AWARD	 Dr. Crowley
FOR SCHOLARLY OR ARTISTIC ACHIEVEMENT

Dr. Paul Dean, B.A., M.A., Ph.D. 



PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREE	     Dr. vandenBerg and Dr. Crowley
Mary McCann, Honorary Doctor of Fine Arts	

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS	 Mary McCann ’26, Hon. D.F.A.
Acclaimed Actor, Entrepreneur, Educator

	
PRESENTATION OF THE CLASS OF 2026 AND	 Dr. vandenBerg and
CONFERRING OF THE DEGREES IN COURSE	 Lee Richards, B.A., M.Div., Registrar

REMARKS BY THE CLASS OF 2026 REPRESENTATIVE	 Jason Lee Harris ’26, B.A.

ALMA MATER	 Katie Davis ’26, B.A., and 
Ohio Wesleyan! Sweetly and strong. 	 Abigail Bennett ’26, B.A.
Rises our hymn of praise for thee alone;
Heaven re-echoes it, loud let it ring, 
Ohio Wesleyan! Loyal hearts sing.

Ohio Wesleyan! Proud is thy crown.
Rarest of laurels e’er Vict’ry has known;
Noblest achievements have hallowed thy name,
Ohio Wesleyan! Deathless thy fame.

CLOSING REMARKS	 Dr. vandenBerg

RECESSIONAL	 OWU Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
Scenes From The Louvre: Finale    	 Dr. Edwards
by Norman Dello Joio (1913-2008) 

The audience is asked to please remain seated during the ceremony to allow event staff, security, and 
professional photographers/videographers access to all areas. At the end of the ceremony, please remain 

seated until the platform party and faculty have recessed.



Raazia Aamir, B.A.
Maryam Abdinasir Abdulle Mohamud, B.A.
Gabrielle Lynn Abshire, B.A.
Eleanor Grace Adams, B.A.
Kaitlyn M. Adams, B.A.
Kelsey Ann Adelman, B.A.
Joshua Wonder Adjei, B.A.
Beau Enderle Ahrens, B.A.
Aqib Ali, B.A.
Isabel Ann Allo Wilson, B.A.
Caroline R. Anderson, B.A.
Graham H. Anderson-Reitz, B.A.
Zoe Jane Andrews, B.A. 
Mostafa Anwari, B.A.
Holden Arnold, B.S.
Sharvi Arora, B.A.
Mukta Amol Ashtikar, B.A.
Kainaat Aslam, B.A.
Ashley Nicole Bahrey, B.A.
Max Baker, B.A.
Oliver M. Bangerter, B.A.
Panagiota Banti, B.A.
John Frederick Bates, B.A.
Jessee Elijah Kayne Battle, B.A.
Shelby Hope Bay, B.A.
Lily Frances Bechina, B.A.
Abram Matthew Beer, B.A.
Luke A. Beese, B.A.
Abigail Makenzie Bennett, B.A.
Andrew R. Bentz, B.A.
Eliza Bergman, B.A.
Ryan Christopher Betts, B.A.
Henry Daniel Blom, B.A.
Allison G. Bogan, B.A.
Skylar Grace Bok, B.A.
Evan M. Boling, B.A.
Reagan Natalie Brake, B.A.
Kaylen Renee Brandt, B.A.
Aidan Bricker, B.S.
Emma Annabelle Briggs, B.A.

2026 Candidates 
for the Degrees

B.A. = Bachelor of  Arts          B.F.A. = Bachelor of  Fine Arts          B.S. = Bachelor of  Science

Riley Jo Brokaw, B.A.
London Crystal Brooks, B.A.
Ariana Christina Tsimenoglou Brown, B.A.
Ashley Elizabeth Brown, B.A.
Ava Bruns, B.A.
Meredith Jane Bryant, B.A.
Samantha Elizabeth Buc, B.A.
Meaghan Ann Buckler, B.F.A.
Gabriel Stamatis Bulugaris, B.A.
Elijah E. Burgeson, B.A.
Maya F. Burlingame, B.A.
Matthew Thomas Butler, B.S.
Luke Allen Cain, B.A.
Lucy Mehera Calef, B.A.
Caitlin O’shea Calvin, B.A.
Karson Mason Canterbury, B.A.
Cooper W. Christie, B.A.
Jemimah Ifunanya Chukwuemeka, B.S.
Noah Oliver Citek, B.A.
Maria Rebecca Colatruglio, B.A.
Claire Catherine Coleman, B.S., B.A.
Nathan Zachary Combs, B.A.
Andrew J. Constable, B.S.
Sam N. Conti, B.A.
Kelsea Fay Cooper, B.A.
Brock W. Corry, B.A.
Mitchell Wayne Cosler, B.A.
Dominick Roman Costa, B.A.
Colin J. Counahan, B.A.
Xander Wheeler Craven, B.S.
Shaelyn Ann Cretu, B.A.
Avery G. Curtin, B.A.
Halle Marie Dacek, B.A.
Quinn Marie Dachisen, B.A.
Emily Rene Davis, B.A.
Katherine Davis, B.A.
Nicholas P. Davis, B.A.
Reagan Marie Davis, B.A.
Madilynn Renee Dees, B.A.
Charles J. Delaney, B.S.



Andrew Deloya, B.A.
Jacob R. DeMaggio, B.A.
Marissa L. Dial, B.A.
Blake E. Dichler, B.A.
Kendall Dieringer, B.A.
Lauren Elisabeth Dorsel, B.A.
Jacob R. Dougher, B.A.
McKenna Louise Downing, B.A.
Phoebe L. Dreschel, B.A.
Luisa Pereira Duarte, B.S.
Maisie Roselle Dugger, B.A.
Evan James Dunham, B.A.
Kylee Marie Eiben, B.A.
Chase Jay Ellis, B.A.
Alexis Michelle Eusey, B.A.
Jocelyn Eden Fedoush, B.A.
Olivia Rose Feisel, B.A.
Kaya Noel Ferrell, B.A.
Philip Mackey Fincham, B.S., B.A.
Maya Ray Fleming, B.A.
Keegan Lyndsay Floyd, B.A.
Brooke Elaine Fogt, B.A.
Alexis M. Fomby, B.A.
Emma Grace Foster, B.A.
Carson Lee Fox, B.S., B.A.
Maizie Louise Frank, B.A.
Samantha Leigh Frary, B.A.
Emerson Dale Wessell Freas, B.A.
Jack T. Gabrielli, B.A.
Evaleigh Dawn Garnett, B.A.
Sydney Gassert, B.A.
Jack Brogan Gatchel, B.A.
Aidan S. Gennaro, B.A.
Jonathan David Gensler, B.S.
Allison Hope Gerty, B.A.
Irini Chrisoula Giampouranis, B.A.
Katelyn Alexis Glowacki, B.A.
Gabriela Valentina Gonzalez Duarte, B.A.
Alex Thomas Gribben, B.A.
Alyssa Sue Griner, B.A.
Abigail Rose Grogan, B.A.
Abby Gross, B.A.
Peyton Hera Groves, B.A.
Rosemarie M. Gruber, B.A.

Rheigna Sanaa Gullatte, B.A.
Mia M Guscoff, B.A.
Isabella Lucia Guzzetta, B.A.
Carsyn Hagans, B.A.
Anna Rose Masters Haines, B.A.
Molly E. Halasey, B.A.
Devon Xaviar Haley, B.A.
Emma Shea Hall, B.A.
Claire Elise Hammond, B.A.
AJ Hanslik, B.A.
Jason Lee Harris, B.A.
Ashley Danielle Hayward, B.S., B.A.
Cody Lee Heis, B.A.
Alyssa Marie Henry, B.A.
Areli Hernandez, B.A.
Jillian E. Heter, B.A.
Claire Nekesha Heumasse, B.A.
Megan Elizabeth Hilberg, B.A.
Bryan Hines Jr., B.A.
Rainer A. Holl, B.A.
Mallorie Blaire Hollis, B.A.
Henry Robert Holman, B.A.
Rory J. Housh, B.A.
Lane M. Howard, B.A.
Madeleine Louise Howard, B.A.
Madelyn Frances Hoyt, B.A.
Diana Itzel Huaracha-Arellanos, B.A.
Kayla Renee Hughes, B.A.
Maxwell Gregory Huntington, B.A.
Josh Hurst, B.A.
Teodora Ilic, B.A.
Austin M. Jackson, B.A.
Cadence M. Jobe, B.A.
Ava Marie Johnson, B.A.
Kaniya Marie Johnson, B.A.
Sam M. Johnson, B.A.
Hazel Catherine Jolliff, B.A.
Hannah Marie Jones, B.A.
Amelia Marie Jung, B.A.
Callie I. Kampe, B.A.
Conner Austin Kankiewicz, B.S.
Md Wasif Karim, B.A.
Matthew J. Keeler, B.A.
Fallon Keeton, B.S.

B.A. = Bachelor of  Arts          B.F.A. = Bachelor of  Fine Arts          B.S. = Bachelor of  Science



Rachel Elizabeth Kelly, B.A.
Hodan Mohamed Khalif, B.A.
Salma Nihal Khettat, B.A.
Matthew Ronald Kiefer, B.A.
Juliana Ruth Kifus, B.A.
Gemma R. Kilgore, B.A.
Kevin Guy King, B.A.
Katlin Jaye Klabus, B.A.
Austin Joseph Kling, B.A.
Makenna Leigh Knisley, B.A.
Emily Blue Kocel, B.A.
Athena Noel Kolettis, B.A.
Mathias Andrew Koo, B.A.
Halle T. Kozak, B.A.
Rowan Kriebel, B.A.
Jan Kubacek, B.A.
Giovanna Lucia Lacarrubba, B.A.
Amit A. Lale, B.A.
Shannon Morgan Lang, B.A.
Joseph Jabez Larkins, B.A.
Jake Thomas Lash, B.A.
Nicholas Antonin Laurence, B.A.
Anna Helen Laurich, B.A.
Ngoc Phuong Nhi Le, B.A.
Chanden Blaine Lee, B.A.
Carly Anne Lehman, B.A.
Matthew Brewer Leibold, B.A.
Matthew Kenton Lewis, B.A.
Jacob C. Lowry, B.A.
Evan Christopher Lucas, B.S.
Emma Jane Luft, B.A.
Madeline Ann Lundin, B.A.
Elisabeth Grace Madore, B.A.
Alexandria Marie Magers, B.A.
Alyssa Grace Markell, B.A.
Josielyn Eileen Martin, B.A.
Jacob M. Marzulli, B.A.
Gracelyn Noel Mathias, B.A.
Kallie Allyson Maya, B.A.
Graham C. Mayberry, B.A.
Roland-William Joseph McGurr, B.A.
Elijah Thomas Dean McNemar, B.A.
Chinedu Franklin Melenu, B.A.
Paige Alexandra Merryman, B.A.

Leona Ruth Messer, B.F.A.
Jeffrey Lucas Milanovich, B.A.
Macy Lynn Miller, B.A.
Delia Marie Misterka, B.F.A.
Hongyu Mo, B.A.
Murali Rayan Mohanty, B.S.
Colton Paul Moone, B.A.
Emma G. Morgeson, B.A.
Arianna Maylin Morris, B.A.
Milo Elliot Morton, B.A.
Lukas Jeremy Muench, B.A.
Kaye’Ann Mae Muetzel-Smith, B.A.
Shlok Mundhra, B.A.
Pranay Muniyappa, B.A.
Gillian Cait Ring Murray, B.A.
Jameson Myers, B.A.
Aninditha Deepa-Ramesh Nair, B.A.
George J. Naples, B.A.
Paige M. Neal, B.S.
Katie E. Neuhart, B.A.
Moeha Okumura, B.A.
Pedro Oliveira Figueiredo, B.A.
Shannon Elizabeth O’Malley, B.A.
Gabriel Thomas O’Reilly, B.A.
Paige Elaine Orlando, B.A.
Jeremiah N. Osei, B.A.
Jhalak Pandey, B.A.
Allyson Mei Po Pang, B.A.
Annika Gabrielle Pardee, B.A.
Elena Kay Parks, B.A.
Madeline Joy Paulley, B.A.
Camille J. Payne, B.A.
Jack Thomas Payne, B.A.
Grace Katherine Annoula Petikas, B.A.
Blake Thomas Pettit, B.A.
Aidan Matthew Pierce, B.A.
Etta Russell Pierce, B.A.
Coral Marie Pierson, B.A.
Emma Elisabeth Pieterse, B.A.
Xavier Platt, B.A.
Cordner David Podolan, B.A.
Matthew D. Prophater, B.A.
Luke Andrew Przybys, B.A.
Jason Kojo Amoto Quartson Jr., B.A.

B.A. = Bachelor of  Arts          B.F.A. = Bachelor of  Fine Arts          B.S. = Bachelor of  Science



Anubhav Raghav, B.A.
Tasfia Rahman, B.A.
Jordyn L. Reformado, B.A.
Musa S. Rehmatullah, B.S.
Lily H. Rekow, B.A.
Frances J. Rhine, B.A.
Melayna E. Rios, B.A.
Austin Lee Roberts, B.A.
Haley Elizabeth Roberts, B.A.
Samuel D. Roberts, B.A.
Anya J. Robinson, B.A.
Holly Mae Robinson, B.A.
Isabela Rodriguez Ortiz, B.S.
Cloud Rogers, B.A.
Milene Rojas Meza, B.A.
Patrick C. Rolfes, B.A.
Timothy Waren Root, B.A.
Emma Jane Roseberry, B.A.
Emma Rose Rothenfeld, B.A.
Tristan M. Ruiz de Somocurcio, B.A.
Natalie Marie Ryan, B.A.
Madison F. Salyers, B.A.
Hayley Brooke Sanders, B.A.
Griffin Edward Sawyer, B.A.
Emma M. Schaefer, B.A.
Eric M. Schneiter, B.A.
Pacey Melise Schtucka, B.A.
Paul Thomas Scull, B.A.
Dhruv Sekhawat, B.A.
Anastasia Mary Shevchik, B.S., B.A.
Kelsey Kathleen Shiley, B.A.
Braden Thomas Shreyer, B.A.
Will Siegenthaler, B.A.
Chantry A. Simon, B.A.
Avery Suzanne Slucher, B.A.
Garrett Joesph Smith, B.A.
Mackenzie K Smith, B.A.
Jacob A. Smothers, B.A.
Alexander G. Snyder, B.A.
Matthew Alan Spencer, B.A.
Jessie Louise Spurling, B.A.
Benjamin Joseph Confer Staggers, B.A.
Troy A. Stapleton, B.A.
Lily M. Stark, B.A.
Alexia Cathryn Steele, B.A.

Hektor L. Stephens, B.A.
Gavin Stutz, B.A.
Ava E. Swanson, B.A.
Serena Jasmine Sweeney, B.A.
Haruno Tadokoro, B.A.
Othman Taha, B.A.
Tyler Tang, B.A.
Camara Rai Thompson, B.A.
Aryaka Tickoo, B.A.
Inesh Tickoo, B.A.
Ryleigh Michelle Tillman, B.A.
Parker Tomlin, B.A.
Tiffany Thuy Lan Trinh, B.S.
Ryan L. Tripp, B.A.
Marcus Nathaniel Nemeca Valcourt, B.A.
Stephanie Van Zijl, B.A.
Natalie Marie VanMeter, B.A.
Parthey Vasani, B.S.
Morgan Vaughn, B.A.
Aiden Daniel Hamid Veerjee, B.S.
Carter Owen Vilevac, B.A.
Rene Alejandro Villanueva-Henkle, B.A.
Zane R. Vitense, B.A.
Adam Walker, B.A.
Phillip Lynn Wallace III, B.A.
Evelyn Marie Waltz, B.A.
Joseph Barage Wamalwa, B.A.
Isaac Alan Ward, B.A.
Ishmir Tahreese Watson, B.A.
Lillyonna Marie Wazny, B.A.
Thomas Trey Weber, B.A.
William S. White, B.A.
Samuel Hutchins Whitman, B.A.
Aiden Richard Wightman, B.A.
Christopher Lyle Williams, B.A.
Isabella Grace Williams, B.A.
Alana Kathryn Wilson, B.A.
Sydney Ann Wilt, B.A.
Joseph R. Wiseman, B.A.
Jaiden Matthew David Wolford, B.A.
Bailey M. Woods, B.A.
Emma Wright, B.A.
Timothy Yang, B.A.
Zahra Yazdani, B.A.
Audrey E. Young, B.A.

B.A. = Bachelor of  Arts          B.F.A. = Bachelor of  Fine Arts          B.S. = Bachelor of  Science



2026 Sherwood Dodge Shankland Award 
for the Encouragement of Teachers

DR. HANLIANG GUO, PH.D. 
Assistant Professor in the Department of  Mathematics & Computer Science

Hanliang “Han” Guo, Ph.D., serves as Assistant Professor in the Department of  Mathematics & 
Computer Science at Ohio Wesleyan University. An applied mathematician, his research focuses 
on biological fluid mechanics, scientific computing, and data-driven modeling, including work on 
cilia and microswimmers published in leading journals such as the Proceedings of  the National Academy 
of  Sciences (PNAS) and Journal of  Fluid Mechanics. 

His pioneering research deepens our understanding of  how microscopic cilia move fluids, a 
complex phenomenon he models to inspire the design of  next-generation micro-robots. His 
prestigious scholarship has been featured in leading journals, including a recent cover article in 
Nature Physics. Dr. Guo’s contributions are further recognized by a significant $400,000 National 
Science Foundation (NSF) grant aimed at cultivating the future workforce.

Dr. Guo’s commitment to student success is evidenced by his dedicated mentorship, which has 
led to collaborative research and award-winning student presentations. An engineer by training, 
he discovered his passion for mathematics upon seeing its capacity to elegantly model biological 
systems. He now shares this enthusiasm through accessible community lectures, explaining how 
mathematical insights can even help us drive better.

2026 Bishop Herbert Welch Meritorious Teaching Award

DR. VICKI DILILLO, PH.D.
Professor in the Department of  Psychology

Vicki DiLillo, Ph.D., is a Professor in the Department of  Psychology and serves as the co-director 
of  the Public Health program at Ohio Wesleyan University. Since joining the faculty in 2004, 
Dr. DiLillo has pioneered a curriculum that bridges clinical expertise with community wellness, 
instructing core courses such as Counseling and Psychotherapy, Health Psychology, and Behavior 
Modification.

A specialist in clinical health psychology, Dr. DiLillo’s scholarship examines modifiable risk 
factors for cardiovascular disease, including stress, obesity, and physical activity, with a particular 
focus on health behaviors in college students. Her work utilizes “Motivational Interviewing,” a 
sophisticated clinical strategy designed to empower individuals to overcome the psychological 
barriers to lifestyle change. This expertise directly benefits her students, whom she mentors in the 
delicate art of  balancing physiological data with human motivation.

Dr. DiLillo’s commitment to the student experience extends beyond the laboratory; she is a 
dedicated mentor who has served as a Faculty Partner to the Battling Bishops softball team for 
over a decade. Her excellence as a teacher-scholar has been recognized through the prestigious 
Sherwood Dodge Shankland Award for Encouragement of  Teachers (2008) and her appointment 
to the Libuse L. Reed Endowed Professorship (2013).



2026 Welch Award for Scholarly or Artistic Achievement

DR. PAUL DEAN, PH.D. 
Professor in the Department of  Sociology & Anthropology

Paul Dean is a Professor and Chair of  the Department of  Sociology & Anthropology at Ohio 
Wesleyan University. He is a devoted teacher-scholar who finds great purpose in mentoring 
and teaching students. His scholarship focuses on inequality, first-generation students, social 
movements, and globalization. Dr. Dean’s commitment to student success extends far beyond the 
lecture hall. He has pioneered transformative travel-learning opportunities, leading students to 
destinations including Denmark, Germany, Haiti, and Vietnam. This dedication to mentorship is 
further evidenced by his frequent co-authored publications with students.

As the first member of  his family to attend college, Dr. Dean describes his college and professional 
experiences as becoming immersed in an entirely new world. He recounts having to learn the 
unwritten rules for how to speak, dress, and interact with new peers. Drawing from his own 
journey, Dr. Dean’s current work focuses on first-generation college students. This includes his 
2025 book Class Cultures and Social Mobility, which explores how first-generation graduates navigate  
the unwritten rules to transform their working-class roots into unique professional strengths and 
use their education to make the world a better place. 

Dr. Dean is also a speaker and workshop facilitator, helping faculty and staff throughout higher 
education to better support working-class first-gen students.

Scan to learn more 
about each of  the 
faculty awards 
and access lists of  
previous award 
recipients.

OWU



Ohio Wesleyan University 
Honorary Degree Recipient and

2026 Commencement Speaker

MARY MCCANN ’26, HON. D.F.A.
Acclaimed Actor, Entrepreneur, Educator

Mary McCann is a co-founding member of  the Atlantic Theater Company, one of  America’s most 
celebrated nonprofit theaters. Since its inception four decades ago, the Atlantic has earned more 
than 110 combined Tony, Drama Desk, Obie, and Lucille Lortel awards. 

A native of  Put-in-Bay, Ohio, McCann began her journey at Ohio Wesleyan in the 1980s, when 
she studied economics and theatre for two years. During her time at OWU, she was a member of  
Kappa Alpha Theta women’s sorority, Theta Alpha Phi national theater honorary, and performed in 
productions including Vanities and Antigone. McCann would go on to earn her undergraduate degree 
from New York University’s Tisch School of  the Arts. 

McCann’s career spans decades of  critically acclaimed work in theater, film, and television. She has 
originated roles in world premiere productions by some of  America’s most celebrated playwrights, 
including Ethan Coen, Annie Baker, Jez Butterworth, David Mamet, and Craig Lucas. She has 
performed alongside Spalding Gray, Wendy Wasserstein, and Simon Russell Beale, and earned 
particular praise for her three collaborations with playwright Simon Stephens, most recently in On 
the Shore of  the Wide World. Her Broadway credits include a year-long run in Oleanna at the Orpheum 
Theater.

McCann’s contribution to American theater extends far beyond the stage itself. As the co-founder of  
the Atlantic Theater Company, McCann built the institution from the ground up into a nationally 
recognized home for new American theater. What began as a shared artistic vision has grown into 
one of  the country’s most honored nonprofit stages, with McCann continuing to be a driving force 
behind the company’s enduring success. 

As the current Executive Director of  the Atlantic Acting School, McCann leads the educational arm 
of  the Atlantic Theater Company, overseeing its faculty, programming, and mission. She is one of  
the foremost teachers of  Practical Aesthetics, a rigorous approach to actor training that connects 
artistic discipline with genuine self-knowledge, and has dedicated herself  to preparing the next 
generation of  professional actors.

In recognition of  her many achievements, McCann will receive an honorary OWU Doctor of  Fine 
Arts degree during today’s Commencement ceremony. Honorary doctorates are the University’s 
highest honor, awarded to individuals who have demonstrated excellence in their fields and made 
significant contributions to the betterment of  the world. 



Ohio Wesleyan University
2026 Student Commencement Speaker

JASON LEE HARRIS, B.A.

Today, Jason Harris earns his Bachelor of  Arts degree in Sport and Exercise Management. At 
Ohio Wesleyan, the Columbus, Ohio, resident says he had “the privilege of  engaging in a wide 
range of  meaningful academic, athletic, and leadership experiences that have shaped both my 
personal and professional development.”

Harris was a wide receiver on the Battling Bishops football team for three seasons and also 
served as president of  the Omicron Rho Chapter of  Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. In 
addition, he was an active member of  the Black Student Union, Wesleyan Council on Student 
Affairs, Student Inclusion Advocacy Committee, and Athletes in Action.

“My experience at Ohio Wesleyan has been defined by growth, opportunity, and intentional 
engagement,” Harris says. “I have developed not only as a scholar but also as a leader and 
individual. OWU is an institution that reflects the effort you invest, and I fully embraced every 
opportunity presented to me. 

“Through these experiences, I strengthened my ability to lead, collaborate, and adapt in 
diverse environments while continuing to grow socially, emotionally, and academically. These 
lessons have prepared me to approach future challenges with confidence, resilience, and a 
commitment to continuous improvement.”

Academically, Harris says his major, part of  OWU’s Department of  Health and Human 
Kinetics, provided valuable hands-on experience that bridged classroom learning and real-
world application.

“I gained exposure through internships at the Division I level and had the unique opportunity 
to travel internationally to Spain to compete in football,” he says. “These experiences 
broadened my perspective, enhanced my cultural awareness, and deepened my passion for the 
sports industry.”

In the fall, Harris will attend Florida State University to pursue a Master of  Science in Sport 
Management and Psychology. Ultimately, he plans to earn a Ph.D. and pursue a career as a 
director of  player personnel/development.

“I am deeply grateful for my time at OWU, as it has been instrumental in shaping who I am 
today,” Harris says. “With the foundation I have built and the mindset I have developed, I am 
confident in my ability to achieve my goals and make a lasting impact in my field.”



Family Donor List
Thank you to the families of  seniors who made a contribution to the Ohio Wesleyan Annual Giving Programs 

in the 2025-2026 academic year. (Gifts received as of  April 27, 2026)

Maria and Michael Anderson

Howard and Renee Brenner

Nancy and Richard Bryant

Jennifer and Michael Bulugaris

Dan and Lynnette Cretu

Jeffrey and Sara Dieringer

Dr. Amy Downing and 
	 Matt Bruns

Lisa and Eric Dunham

Christian and Mandy Feisel

Christine and David Frary

Elizabeth and David Gensler

Stephen and Kristen Beckmann 	
	 Grogan

Danielle and Anthony Guzzetta

Graduating Senior Donor List
Thank you to the seniors who made a contribution to the Ohio Wesleyan Annual Giving

Programs in the 2025-2026 academic year. (List as of  May 1, 2026)

Raazia Aamir

Kelsey Ann Adelman

Joshua Wonder Adjei

Isabel Ann Allo Wilson

Caroline R. Anderson*

Holden Arnold

Sharvi Arora

Mukta Amol Ashtikar

Max Baker

Oliver M. Bangerter

Panagiota Banti

Shelby Hope Bay

Lily Frances Bechina

Abigail Makenzie Bennett

Ryan Christopher Betts

Allison G. Bogan

Skylar Grace Bok

Reagan Natalie Brake

Emma Annabelle Briggs

London Crystal Brooks-Lyon

Ashley Elizabeth Brown

Meredith Jane Bryant

Meaghan Ann Buckler

Maya F. Burlingame

Cooper W. Christie

Jemimah Ifunanya Chukwuemeka

Maria Rebecca Colatruglio

Claire Catherine Coleman

Andrew J. Constable

Kelsea Fay Cooper

Shaelyn Ann Cretu

Halle Marie Dacek

Quinn Marie Dachisen*

Emily Rene Davis

Nicholas P. Davis

Reagan Marie Davis

Madilynn Renee Dees

Andrew Deloya

Gregory Haines and Michelle 	
	 Masters-Haines

Sharlene and William Hoyt

Todd and Joan Jolliff

Brian and Teresa Klabus

Kimberly Kolettis

Joseph ’85 and Kelly  
	 Newman ’85 Lash*

Robert and Mary Liebold

Reverend Jennifer and 
	 Troy Lucas

Julie and Thomas Lundin

Allison and Joseph Markell

Thuy Mai and Son Nguyen

David and Andrea O’Reilly

Dawn and John Percer

Courtney and Derek Pierce

Daniel and Stefanie Rhine

Cynthia and William Ryan

Kiersten and Michael 
	 Shevchik III

Joshua and Michele Phillips 		
	 Stutz

Hamburg and Kelly Tang Jr.*

Karlyn and Robert Wright

Geralyn and Christopher 		
	 Yingling

Gary Boling and Ellen 		
	 Zinkiewicz

*1842 Society: Leadership donors 
who have supported the Ohio 
Wesleyan Annual Giving Programs  
at or above $1,842.



Kendall Dieringer

Jacob R. Dougher

McKenna Louise Downing

Phoebe L. Dreschel

Luisa Pereira Duarte

Evan James Dunham*

Jocelyn Eden Fedoush

Olivia Rose Feisel

Brooke Elaine Fogt

Emma Grace Foster

Maizie Louise Frank

Samantha Leigh Frary

Jack T. Gabrielli

Evaleigh Dawn Garnett

Jonathan David Gensler

Allison Hope Gerty

Irini Chrisoula Giampouranis

Katelyn Alexis Glowacki

Alyssa Sue Griner

Abigail Rose Grogan

Peyton Hera Groves

Rheigna Sanaa Gullatte

Mia M Guscoff

Isabella Lucia Guzzetta

Carsyn Hagans

Anna Rose Masters Haines

Devon Xaviar Haley

Emma Shea Hall

Claire Elise Hammond

Alyssa Marie Henry

Areli Hernandez

Claire Nekesha Heumasse

Megan Elizabeth Hilberg

Rainer A. Holl

Rory J. Housh

Madeleine Louise Howard

Madelyn Frances Hoyt

Diana Itzel Huaracha-Arellanos

Maxwell Gregory Huntington

Ava Marie Johnson

Kaniya Marie Johnson

Hannah Marie Jones

Amelia Marie Jung

Callie I. Kampe

Md Wasif  Karim

Matthew J. Keeler

Rachel Elizabeth Kelly

Matthew Ronald Kiefer

Katlin Jaye Klabus

Makenna Leigh Knisley

Emily Blue Kocel

Athena Noel Kolettis

Mathias Andrew Koo

Halle T. Kozak

Jan Kubacek

Anna Helen Laurich

Matthew Brewer Leibold

Evan Christopher Lucas

Emma Jane Luft

Madeline Ann Lundin

Elisabeth Grace Madore

Alexandria Marie Magers

Alyssa Grace Markell

Josielyn Eileen Martin

Gracelyn Noel Mathias

Graham C. Mayberry

Roland-William Joseph McGurr

Paige Alexandra Merryman

Leona Ruth Messer

Hongyu Mo

Kaye’Ann Mae Muetzel-Smith

Pranay Muniyappa

Aninditha Nair

George J. Naples

Katie E. Neuhart

Gabriel Thomas O’Reilly

Jhalak Pandey

Allyson Mei Po Pang

Annika Gabrielle Pardee

Jack Thomas Payne

Grace Katherine Annoula Petikas

Etta Russell Pierce

Coral Marie Pierson

Xavier Platt

Cordner David Podolan

Tasfia Rahman

Lily H. Rekow

Frances J. Rhine

Melayna E. Rios

Anya J. Robinson

Timothy Waren Root

Natalie Marie Ryan

Madison F. Salyers

Paul Thomas Scull

Anastasia Mary Shevchik

Kelsey Kathleen Shiley

Mackenzie K Smith

Benjamin Joseph Confer Staggers

Lily M. Stark*

Alexia Cathryn Steele

Haruno Tadokoro

Tyler Tang*

Aryaka Tickoo

Tiffany Thuy Lan Trinh*

Morgan Vaughn

Aiden Daniel Hamid Veerjee

Evelyn Marie Waltz

Joseph Barage Wamalwa

Aiden Richard Wightman

Christopher Lyle Williams

Isabella Grace Williams

Timothy Yang

Zahra Yazdani

Audrey E. Young

*Leadership Donors are those who gave
at least $50 to Ohio Wesleyan’s Annual
Giving Programs.



OWU Symphonic Wind Ensemble

Conductor, Dr. Richard Edwards, B.M., M.M., Ph.D.

PICCOLO
Josue Navarro ’29 

FLUTE
*Kathleen Bulger ’27 
Maria Granata ’29 
Savannah Hexamer ’29 
Takara Morgan ’29 
Oliviah Myers ’28 
Elizabeth Radloff ’29 
Riley Sheaffer ’29 
Maryahna Shipmon ’28 

OBOE
Anna Bradshaw ’28 

CLARINET
*Hannah Barenthin ’24 
Mackenzie Boyd ’29 
Tammie Edwards, B.S. 
Bailey Paskell ’29 

BASS CLARINET
Kye Bateson ’29 
Nicholas Stockton ’27

BASSOON
Emily White

ALTO SAXOPHONE
Corey Hernandez ’29
*Ryleigh Jones ’27
Selene Yan ’29

TENOR SAXOPHONE
Adrian Enrique ’27 

TRUMPET
James Hammel ’28
Brian Harrington ’25 
Dr. Samuel Nemeth, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.
Jenna Wilcox 

HORN 
Anna Condo ’27
Haruno Tadokoro ’26
*Will Telesz ’27
Morgan Vaughn ’26

TROMBONE
Kayla Bayes ’27
Anthony Kwasny ’27
*Jarek Montalban ’28 

EUPHONIUM
Aidan McNeill ’29 
Preston Montler ’29

TUBA
Griffin Moore ’29 

PERCUSSION
Dylan Craft ’29
Payton Mindel ’27
Ryuka Okada ’27 
Kirsten Quinn ’28 
*Ian Smith ’28 
Cameron Zeferino ’28 

KEYBOARD
Dr. Frank Chiou, B.M., M.M., M.A., D.M.A.

* Denotes section leader



Notes on Academic Dress

The history of  academic dress reaches back to the early days of  the oldest universities. A statute of  1321 
required all “Doctors, Licentiates, and Bachelors” of  the University of  Coimbra to wear gowns. In England 
during the second half  of  the 14th century, the statutes of  certain colleges forbade “excess in apparel” and 
prescribed the wearing of  a long gown. It is still a question whether academic dress finds its sources chiefly in 
ecclesiastical or civilian dress. Gowns may have been considered necessary for warmth in the unheated 
buildings used by medieval scholars. Hoods may have served to cover the tonsured head until superseded for 
that purpose by the skull cap. The cap was displaced by a headdress similar to ones now recognized as 
“academic.”

European institutions continue to show great diversity in their specifications of  academic dress. However, when 
American colleges and universities desired to adopt a system of  academic apparel a half-century ago, they 
worked out a system that all might follow. The code for academic costumes now in effect was approved by the 
Committee on Academic Costumes and Ceremonies appointed by the American Council on Education in 
1959. The following information is taken from that code.*

GOWNS. The gown for the bachelor’s degree has pointed sleeves and is worn closed. The gown for the 
master’s degree has an oblong sleeve, open at the wrist, with the sleeve base hanging down in the traditional 
manner. The rear part of  the sleeve’s oblong shape is square cut and the front part has an arc cut away. It may 
be worn open or closed. Bachelor’s and master’s gowns have no trimming, but the doctor’s may be faced on the 
front with black or colored velvet and with three bars of  the same across the sleeves. If  color is used, it is the 
color distinctive of  the subject to which the degree pertains, and it matches the edging or binding of  the hood. 
For all academic purposes, including trimmings of  doctors’ gowns, edging of  hoods, and tassels of  caps,
the colors associated with different subjects are as follows:

	 Agriculture—Maize	 Medicine—Green
	 Arts, Letters, Humanities—White	 Music—Pink
	 Commerce, Accountancy, Business—Drab	 Nursing—Apricot
	 Dentistry—Lilac	 Oratory (Speech)—Silver Gray
	 Economics—Copper	 Pharmacy—Olive Green
	 Education—Light Blue	 Philosophy—Dark Blue
	 Engineering—Orange	 Physical Education—Sage Green
	 Fine Arts—Brown	 Public Administration—Peacock Blue
	 Forestry—Russet	 Public Health—Salmon Pink
	 Journalism—Crimson	 Science—Golden Yellow
	 Law—Purple	 Social Work—Citron
	 Library Science—Lemon	 Theology—Scarlet
		  Veterinary Science—Gray

HOODS. Hoods are lined with the official color or colors of  the college or university conferring the degree. 
The binding or edging of  the hood is a color distinctive of  the subject to which the degree pertains.

CAPS. Mortarboards are generally worn as part of  the academic costume. The long tassel fastened to the 
middle point of  the cap’s top is either black or the color appropriate to the subject. It is customary for degree 
candidates to wear the tassel on the right side before degrees are conferred and to shift them to the left when 
the degrees are awarded. This custom is in some respects a substitute for the individual hooding.

*An “Academic Costume Code and Ceremony Guide,” American Universities and Colleges, American Council on 
Education, Washington, D.C.



The University Seal of Office 
and the Original University Handbell

The Seal of  Office worn by Dr. vandenBerg was designed by Mr. Reveley G. Beattie, a former trustee, and a 
member of  the jewelry firm that made it. The seal symbolizes administrative responsibility and is suspended 
from a chain, the links of  which are copied from a chain-mail surplice. A laurel wreath, ancient symbol of  a 
chief  executive, surrounds a replica of  the official seal of  the University and is quartered by keystones, 
representing the broad divisions of  a liberal arts education. Two medallions are set in the chain above the 
presidential seal, one of  which carries a replica of  the tower of  University Hall, surrounded by the motto: 
“Christ the Chief  Cornerstone.” The other seal is a reproduction of  the globe with the inscription: “Serving 
All Mankind Worldwide.”

The Commencement ceremonies will conclude with the ringing of  the handbell first used in 1842 to call classes 
to order. It was presented to the University in 1941 by Nicholas Jones, grandson of  the original owner, on the 
100th anniversary of  Founders’ Day. It will also be used as a part of  the opening Convocation in August.

Photography at Commencement

Ohio Wesleyan has several professional photographers and videographers in place at Commencement. Please 
remain in your seats during the ceremony to allow the professionals access to all areas. Family photos can be 
taken before and after the ceremony.

A professional photographer from Graduation Foto® will take a photograph as Dr. vandenBerg hands each 
graduate their diploma. In addition, each graduate will pose for a portrait at the designated backdrop as they 
exit the stage. Each graduate will receive a photo proof  approximately one week after Commencement, and 
may order prints directly with the studio or through GraduationFoto.com. There is no obligation to purchase 
prints, and graduates pay no charge unless prints are ordered. 

Special Thanks

FACULTY MARSHALS
Bradley R. Trees ’86, B.A., M.S., Ph.D., Head Marshal
Shala J. Hankison ’95, B.A., M.S., Ph.D.

STUDENT MARSHALS
Nagomi Katano ’28
Pascaline Owusu Adade ’28

NAME READERS
Tenique Dennis, B.A., M.S.
Lauren Hensley, B.A., M.A., Ph.D. 
David Markwardt, B.S., Ph.D.
Laurie Patton ’95 P’22, B.A.

FLORAL
Miller’s Country Gardens

VOLUNTEERS
This event is made possible by the many students, faculty, staff, and friends who donate their time. 



Afghanistan

Bangladesh

Brazil

China

Czech Republic

Greece

India

Italy

Nigeria

Pakistan

Paraguay

South Africa

United States of  America

Vietnam

National Flags

During Commencement, Ohio Wesleyan proudly displays the flags of  every country represented by our 
graduating seniors. This year, we are displaying the following flags:



Helpful Information for Our Commencement Guests

Public safety officers and credentialed event staff are on the grounds to answer your 
questions and assist you with directions. 

If you need medical assistance, EMS personnel are stationed adjacent to Selby 
Stadium.

Restrooms are located on the first f loors of University Hall and the Schimmel/
Conrades Science Center (Hobson Library/Special Collections Entrance).

Lost-and-found inquiries should be directed to any public safety officer. 

In observance of the formality of this occasion, please turn off all cell phones or 
silence the ringers prior to the beginning of the ceremony.

Family and friends are invited to share photos, videos, and other 
Commencement-related well wishes by tagging social media posts with 

#OWUgrad and @ohiowesleyan.

Academic Receptions Following the Ceremony 
owu.edu/commencement-map

HAMILTON-WILLIAMS 
CAMPUS CENTER
Africana, Gender, & Identity Studies
Ancient, Medieval, & Renaissance 		
   Studies
Data Analytics
East Asian Studies
Education 
English
Film Studies
Health & Human Kinetics
History
International Studies
Journalism & Communication
Latin American Studies
Mathematics & Computer Science 
Neuroscience
Performing Arts
Philosophy & Religion

Physics & Astronomy 
Politics & Government
Pre-Law
Psychology
Public Health
Sociology & Anthropology
World Languages & Cultures

ROSS ART MUSEUM
Fine Arts

R.W. CORNS BUILDING
Economics & Business

SCHIMMEL/CONRADES  
SCIENCE CENTER
Biological Sciences
Chemistry
Environment & Sustainability





SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Kaitlyn M. Adams

Ashley Nicole Bahrey

Shelby Hope Bay

Lily Frances Bechina

Reagan Natalie Brake

Lucy Mehera Calef

Cooper W. Christie

Noah Oliver Citek

Brock W. Corry

Shaelyn Ann Cretu

Maisie Roselle Dugger

Keegan Lyndsay Floyd

Emma Grace Foster

Emerson Dale Wessell Freas

Jack Brogan Gatchel

Carsyn Hagans

Anna Rose Masters Haines

Claire Elise Hammond

Ashley Danielle Hayward

Areli Hernandez

Megan Elizabeth Hilberg

Mallorie Blaire Hollis

Madelyn Frances Hoyt

Amelia Marie Jung

Conner Austin Kankiewicz

Rachel Elizabeth Kelly

Gemma R. Kilgore

Carly Anne Lehman

Elisabeth Grace Madore

Josielyn Eileen Martin

Leona Ruth Messer

Macy Lynn Miller

Katie E. Neuhart

Gabriel Thomas O’Reilly

Pedro Oliveira Figueiredo

Allyson Mei Po Pang

Annika Gabrielle Pardee

Etta Russell Pierce

Coral Marie Pierson

Austin Lee Roberts

Haley Elizabeth Roberts

Timothy Waren Root

Pacey Melise Schtucka

Anastasia Mary Shevchik

Alexia Cathryn Steele

Haruno Tadokoro

Isaac Alan Ward

Christopher Lyle Williams

Alana Kathryn Wilson

Audrey E. Young

Academic Honors
Ohio Wesleyan University

Class of 2026

Graduation With Distinction



CUM LAUDE

Luke A. Beese

Kaylen Renee Brandt

Gabriel Stamatis Bulugaris

Nathan Zachary Combs

Halle Marie Dacek

Quinn Marie Dachisen

Nicholas P. Davis

Reagan Marie Davis

Kendall Dieringer

Phoebe L. Dreschel

Kylee Marie Eiben

Chase Jay Ellis

Jocelyn Eden Fedoush

Kaya Noel Ferrell

Brooke Elaine Fogt

Alexis M. Fomby

Evaleigh Dawn Garnett

Katelyn Alexis Glowacki

Gabriela Valentina Gonzalez Duarte

Rheigna Sanaa Gullatte

Mia M. Guscoff

Cody Lee Heis

Alyssa Marie Henry

Bryan Hines Jr.

Rory J. Housh

Josh Hurst

Austin M. Jackson

Callie I. Kampe

Fallon Keeton

Matthew Ronald Kiefer

Austin Joseph Kling

Makenna Leigh Knisley

MAGNA CUM LAUDE

Raazia Aamir

Kelsey Ann Adelman

Isabel Ann Allo Wilson

Holden Arnold

Abigail Makenzie Bennett

Meaghan Ann Buckler

Jemimah Ifunanya Chukwuemeka

Maria Rebecca Colatruglio

Claire Catherine Coleman

Kelsea Fay Cooper

Dominick Roman Costa

Katherine E. Davis

Jacob R. DeMaggio

Luisa Pereira Duarte

Olivia Rose Feisel

Maizie Louise Frank

Samantha Leigh Frary

Jonathan David Gensler

Madeleine Louise Howard

Kayla Renee Hughes

Teodora Ilic

Cadence M. Jobe

Kaniya Marie Johnson

Athena Noel Kolettis

Shannon Morgan Lang

Nicholas Antonin Laurence

Alyssa Grace Markell

Lukas Jeremy Muench

Aninditha Deepa-Ramesh Nair

Cordner David Podolan

Luke Andrew Przybys

Lily H. Rekow

Natalie Marie Ryan

Chantry A. Simon

Alexander G. Snyder

Lily M. Stark

Ava E. Swanson

Serena Jasmine Sweeney

Carter Owen Vilevac



Scan to learn more about  
Ohio Wesleyan’s Academic Honors.

Halle T. Kozak

Jan Kubacek

Jake Thomas Lash

Matthew Brewer Leibold

Matthew Kenton Lewis

Madeline Ann Lundin

Alexandria Marie Magers

Gracelyn Noel Mathias

Kallie Allyson Maya

Roland-William Joseph McGurr

Arianna Maylin Morris

Gillian Cait Ring Murray

Jameson Myers

Paige M. Neal

Shannon Elizabeth O’Malley

Moeha Okumura

Grace Katherine Annoula Petikas

Blake Thomas Pettit

Matthew D. Prophater

Frances J. Rhine

Holly Mae Robinson

Emma Jane Roseberry

Emma Rose Rothenfeld

Hayley Brooke Sanders

Emma M. Schaefer

Braden Thomas Shreyer

Will Siegenthaler

Avery Suzanne Slucher

Hektor L. Stephens

Tiffany Thuy Lan Trinh

Parthey Vasani

Zane R. Vitense

Adam Walker

Samuel Hutchins Whitman

Emma Wright

GRADUATION WITH 4.0 GPA
Lucy Mehera Calef

Jack Brogan Gatchel

Anna Rose Masters Haines

Madelyn Frances Hoyt

Josielyn Eileen Martin

Pedro Oliveira Figueiredo

Annika Gabrielle Pardee

Isaac Alan Ward



Scholar-Athletes

Presidential Award — Alyssa Grace Markell 

North Coast Athletic Conference Scholar-Athlete Award — 
Madelyn Frances Hoyt, Isaac Alan Ward

Dr. Richard Gordin Award — Isaac Alan Ward

Graduation with University Honors
(awarded in any of their years, alphabetical by last name)

Kelsea Fay Cooper 

Jack Brogan Gatchel

Gabriela Valentina Gonzalez Duarte 

Claire Elise Hammond

Roland-William Joseph McGurr

William Siegenthaler 

Meek Leadership Awards

Max Baker

Jemimah Ifunanya Chukwuemeka

Emma Grace Foster

Aninditha Deepa-Ramesh Nair

Aiden Daniel Hamid Veerjee

Slocum Prizes

Classical Studies — 

Roland-William Joseph McGurr 

Literature — 

Lily H. Rekow 

Music — 

Katherine E. Davis

Science — 

Carsyn Hagans

Claire Elise Hammond

Josielyn Eileen Martin

Sagan Writing Awards

First Place — 

Aninditha Deepa-Ramesh Nair 

Second Place — 

Josielyn Eileen Martin



Mary Parker Award — Anna Rose Masters Haines, Madelyn Frances Hoyt, 
Katie E. Neuhart

Ohio Wesleyan Top 50 Award

Lily Frances Bechina

Reagan Natalie Brake

Noah Oliver Citek

Shaelyn Ann Cretu

Maisie Roselle Dugger

Samantha Leigh Frary

Anna Rose Masters Haines

Madelyn Frances Hoyt

Phi Beta Kappa
(awarded in any of  their years, alphabetical by last name)

Kaitlyn M. Adams 

Holden Arnold 

Cooper W. Christie 

Noah Oliver Citek 

Claire Catherine Coleman

Kelsea Fay Cooper 

Brock W. Corry

Shaelyn Ann Cretu 

Jacob R. DeMaggio 

Luisa Pereira Duarte 

Pedro Oliveira Figueiredo

Keegan Lyndsay Floyd 

Emma Grace Foster 

Samantha Leigh Frary 

Emerson Dale Wessell Freas 

Jack Brogan Gatchel 

Jonathan David Gensler 

Carsyn Hagans 

Claire Elise Hammond 

Ashley Danielle Hayward 

Megan Elizabeth Hilberg 

Madelyn Frances Hoyt 

Amelia Marie Jung 

Rachel Elizabeth Kelly 

Athena Noel Kolettis 

Shannon Morgan Lang 

Carly Anne Lehman 

Matthew Brewer Leibold 

Josielyn Eileen Martin 

Paige M. Neal 

Coral Marie Pierson 

Luke Andrew Przybys 

Lily H. Rekow 

Natalie Marie Ryan 

Anastasia Mary Shevchik 

Ava E. Swanson 

Serena Jasmine Sweeney 

Parthey Vasani 

Isaac Alan Ward 

Christopher Lyle Williams

Carly Anne Lehman

Elisabeth Grace Madore

Macy Lynn Miller

Lukas Jeremy Muench

Katie E. Neuhart

Coral Marie Pierson

Austin Lee Roberts

Isaac Alan Ward



2026 Departmental/Program Awards and Prizes
(awarded in any of  their years, alphabetical by last name)

Division of  Humanities & Arts

ENGLISH

Class of  1870 Memorial Prizes — Sam N. Conti, Emma Grace Foster, Areli Hernandez, 
Gillian Cait Ring Murray, Coral Marie Pierson

Emma Sparks Memorial Prize — Katherine Davis,  Roland-William Joseph McGurr, Elena Kay Parks 

Ernest F. Amy Prize — Katherine Davis, Coral Marie Pierson, Lily H. Rekow 

Frederick L. Hunt Prize — Coral Marie Pierson, Chantry A. Simon, Serena Jasmine Sweeney 

Libby Reed Scholarship — Emma Rose Rothenfeld, Serena Jasmine Sweeney

Lucy Hall Gordon Memorial Poetry Prize — Chantry A. Simon 

Marie Drennan Prize — Serena Jasmine Sweeney

Senior Members of  Sigma Tau Delta — Halle T. Kozak, Coral Marie Pierson, Serena Jasmine Sweeney 

Ulle Lewes Prize for Non-fiction Writing — Katherine Davis 

FINE ARTS

Eloise King Shaw Special Recognition Award — Alexis M. Fomby

Paul W. Hawks Memorial Art Award — Delia Marie Misterka

Fine Arts Recognition Award — Meaghan Ann Buckler, Alexis M. Fomby, Delia Marie Misterka

Annie Rogers Rusk Prize in Art — Leona Ruth Messer

Susan E. Conwell Memorial Art Award — Allyson Mei Po Pang

HISTORY

Anna Rusoff Memorial History Award — Tyler Tang

Hastings Eells Prize — Tyler Tang 

Senior Members of  Phi Alpha Theta — Holden Arnold, Henry Robert Holman, 
Elijah Thomas Dean McNemar, Tyler Tang

PERFORMING ARTS

L. Dana Latham/Robert R. Crosby Service Award — Katherine Davis, Kaya Noel Ferrell

Music Performance Award — Mathias Andrew Koo 



Pi Kappa Lambda Music — Katherine Davis

Richard H. Williamson Wesleyan Player Award — Nicholas Antonin Laurence, 
Pedro Oliveira Figueiredo
 
Robert A. Griffith Music Achievement Award — Holly Mae Robinson

Senior Members of  Theta Alpha Phi (Theatre) — Max Baker, Katherine Davis, Olivia Rose Feisel,
Kaya Noel Ferrell, Emerson Dale Wessell Freas, Nicholas Antonin Laurence, Gillian Cait Ring Murray, 
Pedro Oliveira Figueiredo 

Senior Performance Minor Award — Emerson Dale Wessell Freas

PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION

Daniel E. Anderson Memorial Award  —  Ashley Danielle Hayward

Daniel E. Anderson Memorial Award  —  Claire Elise Hammond

Loyd D. Easton Prize  —  Lucy Mehera Calef

Ralph W. Sockman Award  —  Jocelyn Eden Fedoush

Senior Member of  Phi Sigma Tau (Philosophy)  —  Caroline R. Anderson, Luke A. Beese, 
Lucy Mehera Calef, Xander Wheeler Craven, Claire Elise Hammond, Ashley Danielle Hayward, 
Serena Jasmine Sweeney 

Senior Members of  Theta Alpha Kappa (Religion)  —  Jocelyn Eden Fedoush

WORLD LANGUAGES AND CULTURES

Academic Achievement Award in French  —  Arianna Maylin Morris 

Academic Achievement Award in Spanish  —  Claire Catherine Coleman, Emerson Dale Wessell Freas

Donald E. Lenfest Award in Spanish  —  Claire Catherine Coleman, Emerson Dale Wessell Freas 

Leadership Award in Spanish  —  Emerson Dale Wessell Freas

Leadership Award in French  —  Arianna Maylin Morris

Leadership Award in Japanese  —  Arianna Maylin Morris

Leadership Award in Classical Studies  —  Molly E. Halasey

Phi Sigma Iota Award for Highest Academic Achievement in Spanish  —   
Emerson Dale Wessell Freas

Phi Sigma Iota Award for Highest Academic Achievement in Classical Studies  —   
Roland-William Joseph McGurr

Senior Members of  Phi Sigma Iota  —  Claire Catherine Coleman, Phoebe L. Dreschel,   
Emerson Dale Wessell Freas, Allison Hope Gerty, Areli Hernandez, Madeline Ann Lundin,  
Roland-William Joseph McGurr

Special Recognition in First-Year Latin  —  Emma G. Morgeson

Special Recognition in First-Year Japanese  —  Anastasia Mary Shevchik

Special Recognition in First-Year German  —  Henry Daniel Blom



Division of  Natural Sciences
 

BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

Burns-Shirling Award — Fallon Keeton

Edwin G. Conklin Award — Chase Jay Ellis, Devon Xaviar Haley

Elizabeth Cass Wills Prize — Chase Jay Ellis, Keegan Lyndsay Floyd, Carsyn Hagans, 
Milo Elliot Morton

Esther Carpenter Award — Kelsea Fay Cooper, Carsyn Hagans, Anastasia Mary Shevchik

George B. Harris Award — Ashley Nicole Bahrey, Josielyn Eileen Martin

Jane Decker/Allan Ichida Award for Highest Senior GPA — Holden Arnold

Ralph A. Bowdle Award — Carsyn Hagans, Shannon Morgan Lang

William D. Stull Award — Carsyn Hagans, Emma Shea Hall

CHEMISTRY

Julian Higley Memorial Prize —  Conner Austin Kankiewicz

Kim A. Lance Prize — Paige M. Neal

Special Chemistry Prize — Matthew Kenton Lewis

ACS Top Senior Award  —  Conner Austin Kankiewicz

Senior Members of  Chi Gamma Nu — Conner Austin Kankiewicz, Jan Kubacek,  
Matthew Kenton Lewis, Paige M. Neal, Tiffany Thuy Lan Trinh

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY

Hawthorne Family Award for Community Engagement  —  Aryaka Tickoo

Richard B. Alexander Award for Excellence in Environmental Science  —  Lily Frances Bechina

Richard B. Alexander Award for Excellence in Environmental Studies  —  Pacey Melise Schtucka

Fusch/Hickcox Award for Excellence in Geography  —  Haruno Tadokoro

Hawthorne Family Award for Community Engagement  —  Aryaka Tickoo

Robert E. Shanklin Distinguished Scholar Award in Geography  —  Rheigna Sanaa Gullatte



MATHEMATICS AND COMPUTER SCIENCE

Robert L. Wilson Computer Science Prize  —  Lily H. Rekow

Robert L. Wilson Mathematics Prize  —  Cordner David Podolan

Senior Members of  Pi Mu Epsilon  —  Raazia Aamir, Philip Mackey Fincham, Ashley Danielle Hayward, 
Cordner David Podolan

Data Analytics Senior Excellence Award  —  Aninditha Deepa-Ramesh Nair

PHYSICS AND ASTRONOMY 

Robert and Elizabeth Muller Award for Promise in Physics  —  Raazia Aamir,  
Ashley Danielle Hayward, Parthey Vasani

Rogers D. Rusk Prize for Excellence in Physics  —  Ashley Danielle Hayward, Parthey Vasani

Rogers D. Rusk Prize for Excellence in Astronomy  —  Philip Mackey Fincham

Senior Members of  Sigma Pi Sigma  —  Raazia Aamir, Philip Mackey Fincham, Carson Lee Fox,  
Ashley Danielle Hayward, Musa S. Rehmatullah, Parthey Vasani

PRE-HEALTH /PRE-MEDICAL/PRE-DENTAL STUDIES

Barbara Van Sittert Scholarship Award  —  Shannon Morgan Lang 

Bryce Collier, MD Scholarship Award  —  Luke Andrew Przybys

E. Rolland Dickson Scholarship  —  Luke Andrew Przybys

PSYCHOLOGY

Garry A. Bahrich Memorial Award for Excellence in Research  —  Claire Elise Hammond

Harry Bahrick Professional Development Award  —  Teodora Ilic

Richard A. Lerman ‘68 Memorial Award for Outstanding Academic Achievement  —  
Megan Elizabeth Hilberg

Outstanding Scholastic Achievement Award  —  Elisabeth Grace Madore, Kaitlyn M. Adams

Psi Chi Citizenship Award  —  Melayna E. Rios

Senior Members of  Psi Chi  —  Andrew R. Bentz, Gabriela Valentina Gonzalez Duarte, Carson Lee Fox, 
Rainer A. Holl, Teodora Ilic, Cadence M. Jobe, Annika Gabrielle Pardee, Madeline Joy Paulley, 
Etta Russell Pierce



Division of  Social Sciences

ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS

Accounting and Finance Fellows  —  Ava Bruns, Anna Rose Masters Haines, Areli Hernandez, 
Jameson Myers, Gabriel Thomas O’Reilly, Natalie Marie VanMeter, Aiden Daniel Hamid Veerjee

Alice Empkey Batchelor Graduate Scholarship  —  Luisa Pereira Duarte

Allen D. and Ruth C. Theis Scholarship  —  Jason Kojo Amoto Quartson Jr.

Burton Morgan Award  —  Luisa Pereira Duarte, Tasfia Rahman

Christian Kamm Scholarship  —  Xavier Platt, Tasfia Rahman

Community Research Fellows  —  Luisa Pereira Duarte, Inesh Tickoo

Corns Business and Entrepreneurial Scholars  —  Luisa Pereira Duarte, Maisie Roselle Dugger,
Anna Rose Masters Haines, Areli Hernandez, Gabriel Thomas O’Reilly, Aidan Matthew Pierce, 
Benjamin Joseph Confer Staggers, Aryaka Tickoo, Inesh Tickoo

Joann Harvey Accounting Award  —  Areli Hernandez

Norman Leonard Research Award  —  Luisa Pereira Duarte, Anubhav Raghav, Tasfia Rahman,
Aiden Daniel Hamid Veerjee

Norman Taylor Scholarship Award  —  Anna Rose Masters Haines

Outstanding Majors  —  Maria Rebecca Colatruglio, Brock W. Corry, Luisa Pereira Duarte, 
Maisie Roselle Dugger, Anna Rose Masters Haines, Areli Hernandez, Mallorie Blaire Hollis, 
Lukas Jeremy Muench, Gabriel Thomas O’Reilly, Austin Lee Roberts, Timothy Waren Root

Senior Members of  Omicron Delta Epsilon (Economics)  —  Aqib Ali, Mukta Amol Ashtikar,
Brock W. Corry, Luisa Pereira Duarte

Senior Member of  Sigma Beta Delta (Business)  —  Maria Rebecca Colatruglio, 
Nathan Zachary Combs, Anna Rose Masters Haines, Areli Hernandez, Carly Anne Lehman, 
Gabriel Thomas O’Reilly

Scholarship For Women in Economics & Business  —  Luisa Pereira Duarte, Maisie Roselle Dugger, 
Jocelyn Eden Fedoush, Evaleigh Dawn Garnett, Anna Rose Masters Haines, Areli Hernandez,
Mallorie Blaire Hollis, Giovanna Lucia Lacarrubba, Tasfia Rahman, Aryaka Tickoo

Woltemade Economics and Business Fellows  —  Nathan Zachary Combs, Evaleigh Dawn Garnett, 
Anna Rose Masters Haines, Areli Hernandez, Salma Nihal Khettat, Rowan Kriebel, Giovanna Lucia 
Lacarrubba, Shannon Elizabeth O’Malley, Garrett Joseph Smith, Benjamin Joseph Confer Staggers, Aiden 
Daniel Hamid Veerjee

Woltemade Prize  —  Shannon Elizabeth O’Malley



EDUCATION
 
Promising Educator Award  —  Maizie Louise Frank

Educational Studies Excellence Award  —  Emerson Dale Wessell Freas
Senior Members of  Kappa Delta Pi  —  Meredith Jane Bryant, Ariana Christina Tsimenoglou Brown, 
Shaelyn Ann Cretu, Katherine Davis, Brooke Elaine Fogt, Maizie Louise Frank, Emerson Dale Wessell Freas, 
Irini Chrisoula Giampouranis, Alyssa Marie Henry, Henry Robert Holman, Cadence M. Jobe, 
Gemma R. Kilgore, Gracelyn Noel Mathias, Annika Gabrielle Pardee, Grace Katherine Annoula Petikas, 
Blake Thomas Pettit, Etta Russell Pierce, Holly Mae Robinson, Tyler Tang, Isabella Grace Williams,  
Timothy Yang 

HEALTH AND HUMAN KINETICS

Harriet Stewart Award — Isabella Lucia Guzzetta, Alyssa Grace Markell

Exercise Science Major of  the Year Award — Madelyn Frances Hoyt, Isaac Alan Ward

Sport Management and Coaching Major of  the Year Award — Zane R. Vitense

Nutrition - Major of  the Year — Athena Noel Kolettis 

Shade-Knop Award — Maya Ray Fleming, Peyton Hera Groves, Alexander G. Snyder 

INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

Corinne Lyman Award for Academic Excellence  —  Shannon Elizabeth O’Malley

Sean Kay Award for Outstanding Achievements in International Studies  —  Emily Blue Kocel

Senior Member of  Sigma Iota Rho  —  Shannon Elizabeth O’Malley

JOURNALISM AND COMMUNICATION

Academic Achievement Award  —  Anna Rose Masters Haines, Pedro Oliveira Figueiredo

Gilson Wright Award for Outstanding Enterprise  —  Anna Rose Masters Haines, Amelia Marie Jung, 
Pedro Oliveira Figueiredo

William R. Diem Outstanding Graduate Award  —  Max Baker, Amelia Marie Jung

POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT

Earl E. Warner Award for Academic Excellence — Kaylen Renee Brandt  

James J. Hearn Award for Community Service — Gabriela Valentina Gonzalez Duarte

Senior Members of  Pi Sigma Alpha — Caroline R. Anderson, Kaylen Renee Brandt,  
Caitlin O’shea Calvin, Reagan Marie Davis, Lauren Elizabeth Dorsel, Gabriela Valentina Gonzalez Duarte, 
Camille J. Payne, Hayley Brooke Sanders, Adam Walker 



SOCIOLOGY/ANTHROPOLOGY

Charlotte Wolf  Academic Achievement Award  —  Emma Annabelle Briggs, Teodora Ilic,
Arianna Maylin Morris

Emily Fitton Writing Award  —  Teodora Ilic 

Senior Members of  Alpha Kappa Delta  —  Emma Annabelle Briggs, Caitlin O’shea Calvin,
Phoebe L. Dreschel, Allison Hope Gerty, Rheigna Sanaa Gullatte, Megan Elizabeth Hilberg,
Teodora Ilic, Emma Jane Luft, Benjamin Joseph Confer Staggers

Sociology/Anthropology Faculty Award  —  Megan Elizabeth Hilberg

Scan to learn more about  
Ohio Wesleyan’s Departmental 
Prizes & Awards.
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